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Dear Sir: 



The Applicant respectfully requests that the following election and comments be 
considered in response to the Restriction Requirement, mailed October 2, 2001. 



I. Election and Response to Restriction Requirement 

The Examiner has issued a restriction requirement asserting that the pending claims 
encompass three separate inventions: Group I (claims 1-7), Group II (claim 8), Group III (claims 
9 and 10) and Group IV (claims 1 1-14). The Applicants elect the invention of Group IV (claims 
1 1-14) for continued prosecution with traverse . 

According to the MPEP, a restriction requirement is proper when (A) the inventions are 
independent or distinct and (B) there is a serious burden on the Examiner in searching the 
entirety of the claimed invention. MPEP § 803. 
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TRe Applicant maintains that the Examiner is not seriously burdened by the scope of the 
search required to examine all the pending claims (Groups I-IV). Accordingly, the Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the pending restriction requirement. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone or personal interview would expedite 
prosecution of the instant application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to call the undersigned 
attorney at (312) 913-2106. 
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